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The Village Voice  
July 1, 2018  
 

“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and I children, then heirs—heirs 
of God and joint heirs with Christ”  (Romans 8:16-17).  

 
e are joint heirs with Christ.  I bet that’s something you may not think of every day!  In the midst of shopping 
lists and meeting agendas, trips to the shop for an oil change and picking up the kids from baseball practice, 

when does that incredible truth creep into your thinking?  As my son used to say…”that’s amazible”! 
 

    We share the same inheritance as Christ! Our share isn’t a pittance. We don’t inherit leftovers. We don’t wear hand-
me-downs. We aren’t left out in the cold with our distant cousins.  In the culture and traditions of the apostle Paul’s 
day, the firstborn son received a double portion while the rest of the siblings divvied up the remainder. Not so with 
Christ, “In this world we are like Jesus” (I John 4:17). Christ’s portion is our portion! Whatever he has, we have!  
 

   Think what this means!  Grudges didn’t corrode him. Despair didn’t control him. Mood swings didn’t rob him of joy. 
People’s reaction to him didn’t ruin his day. His conviction to follow the Father’s plan was bulletproof. And the truth 
Scripture reveals to us is that when Jesus lives in us by faith, we have what He has.   
 

   Are you already trying to explain the disconnect?  Me, too.  If we are coheirs with Jesus Christ, why do we struggle 
through life? Our inheritance is perfect peace, yet we feel like we are a perfect mess most days. We have access to the 
joy level of Jesus (remember Paul in prison proclaiming, “rejoice in the Lord always”?) and yet we plod along the path 
of life like depressed donkeys. God promises to meet all of our needs, yet we worry and whimper and fret.  Why? 
 

   Perhaps it’s because we are not fully aware and cognizant of our inheritance. Perhaps it’s because we don’t fully trust 
that we possess such a treasure. But as a redeemed child of God you are embedded with the presence of Christ.  He 
lives in you, and you in Him (John 15). Don’t measure your life by your ability; measure it by God’s. Even though you 
can’t forgive, God can. And since He can, you can. You can’t break the habit, but God can. Since He can, you can. You 
can’t control your tongue, temper, or sexual urges, but God can. And since you and I have been given access to every 
spiritual blessing in Christ, we will, in time, find strength – His strength within us.  
 

    Just imagine what would happen if all of God’s children at Bethany fully trusted and lived out their inheritance.  Men 
and women would turn off the internet porn that has dominated their thoughts and desires. The loneliest souls among 
us would find comfort in God, not in the arms of strangers at closing time.  Couples struggling to list reasons for staying 
together would spend more time in prayer, and less time in anger.  Children would consider it a distinct privilege and 
blessing to care for their aging parents, instead of a burden. “Giving is living” would be a mantra common to all who 
followed the pattern of their brother, Jesus, who came not to be served but to serve. 
 

W 
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“I pray that… you may know… just how rich his glorious inheritance among the saints is, and just how surpassingly great 
his power is for us who believe” (Ephesians 1:18-19), says Paul, the same co-heir who expressed the difference our 
inheritance can make with a bold claim – “I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13). 

NEWS CLOSE TO HOME 
 
The home and property located at 1812 North Erb Street is a small island surrounded by our Parkway Campus.  Just 
recently, the Leadership Team was informed by the owner that 1812 N. Erb St. would soon be coming up for sale.   
 

This is an opportunity for our congregation and we would like your input! Please join us for a – 
 

Special Family Forum and Voter’s Meeting 
Sunday – July 15th at 11:45am 

 

WHAT?    Bethany’s Leadership Team is proposing the purchase of this property at a fair market value.  
 

WHY?   No matter what the future holds for Bethany, this piece of property will be an important part of it.  Will we 
need more parking?  Do we want more greenspace?  Will we need to expand our facilities?  Only the Lord knows what 
the future holds, but with his blessing, so many things are possible.  This property is a key to any future plans. 
 

HOW?    Bethany would put 20% down to purchase this property. The remainder would be financed over 10-15 years 
with monthly payments coming from rental proceeds from the home on this property and from our other rental 
property; and if necessary, from on-going gifts offered to our Capital Improvement / Debt Retirement Fund.  God 
willing, we could pay off this loan ahead of schedule. 
 
NOW WHAT?    Please join us for a special family forum and voter’s meeting on Sunday – July 15th at 11:45am in our 
lower level Fellowship Hall on the Parkway Campus.  Please bring your questions, concerns and encouragements as we 
consider this opportunity together.  Thank you! 

 
BETHANY VBS 2018 RECAP | shipwrecked: rescued by jesus 
June 12-15, Bethany and Our Shepherd put on Vacation Bible School for our biggest group yet! Staff and volunteers 
brought the message that “Jesus rescues!” to almost 180 children at our Lynndale Campus. This group of children was 
made up of Bethany members, Our Shepherd students, children from the community, incoming Our Shepherd 4K 
students for the 2018-2019 school year, and other WELS children from the Fox Valley. 
 

Shipwrecked VBS kicked off every morning at 8:30 with the whole group together in the Praise Center for songs, skits, 
dancing, and devotion. Children would then stay with their age-orientated groups and visit all the stations for the day 
to do experiments, activities, games, learn the Bible story, talk about the Bible story, and have a snack. We’d close out 
the day again back in the Praise Center for more singing and dancing, and an object lesson or experiment that solidified 
for us the Bible point for the day.  
 

We played hard, sang loud, danced mightily, and grew in our faith as God planted his Word in our hearts. The week 
went fast, and we are already looking forward to next year’s VBS! 
 

A HUGE thank you goes out to all our Bethany members who volunteered a day or two or even the whole week to be 
part of VBS, as well as everyone who generously donated or lent supplies to VBS. This week couldn’t have happened 
without you, and you made VBS week the high point of the summer for an amazing group of kids. You showed them 
Jesus through your words and love, and the value of that gift goes beyond all measurement! - Pastor Zach 

 
SATURDAY FAMILY WORSHIP AT LYNNDALE CAMPUS CHANGES 
Six years ago, Bethany held its first worship service at Our Shepherd. It was fun, it was exciting, and the energy was 
pretty intense. But we also were kind of making it up. Which in some ways, we had to! We were trying something we’d 
never done before, and honestly, something that we’d never seen done before. We were trying to create a worship 
experience that was completely and unabashedly for families with children ages 0-5, the families at Our Shepherd.  
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Even though we maybe didn’t have a clear idea of just how to do a family worship gathering, we knew exactly what we 
were doing. We were celebrating, we were growing, we were connecting, we were finding who we are in the context 
of one message: the gospel of Jesus. Jesus’ gospel is the message that through his death and resurrection we are 
acceptable to God and free from death. 
 

Since we started, we’ve made a lot of changes to tailor our worship gathering to families with young children. We’ve 
moved things around, we’ve upgraded our technology in the praise center, we’ve added things into the service in which 
children can participate, and we’ve taken some things out that were difficult for children to engage in. Some of the 
ideas we’ve tried have made our worship gatherings more fun and meaningful and have stuck. Some of the ideas we’ve 
tried haven’t turned out so great, so we dropped them. 
 

We’re trying something new this month that I’m excited about, and I wanted to give our Bethany family a heads up. 
Beginning July 14, we’re going to open up a “worship pit” during our worship gatherings. We’re going to clear out the 
chairs right in front of the band, make available some shakers and instruments, and provide a space for kids to move 
around and dance and not have to sit still in a chair. In other words, we want children to worship the way God made 
them to! But if a child doesn’t want to come up, that’s okay too. There won’t be any pressure to push anyone out of 
their comfort level. 
 

The worship pit is the beginning of an experiment because we won’t know if it’s a good idea until we try it. But, I’m 
excited about the idea and hopeful that God can use it to bless our families at Our Shepherd and Bethany! - Pastor 
Zach  

 
BETHANY SUMMER COMMUNITY EVENT | national night out 
Appleton is an amazing place to live and part of what makes it amazing is its strong sense of community. Our Parkway 
Campus is right in the middle of one of these strong communities, and for 76 years has been part of what makes it a 
healthy community. To support our local community, Bethany is going to be a host site for the National Night Out on 
Tuesday evening, August 7.  
 

National Night Out is a national campaign to rally communities together, raise awareness for neighborhood safety, and 
strengthen partnerships between communities and local law enforcement officers. 
 

Details are still being worked out, but Bethany plans to host an outdoor concert and offer free food to the people in 
our neighborhood who join us. It’s an easy way for us as a church family to show our community that we care about 
them and to strengthen relationships between Bethany and our neighbors.  
 

We hope that we can get as many Bethany members as we can to come and enjoy the evening with us on August 7 so 
that we can put a friendly face to our ministry in our neighborhood. This event will be a great context for us to begin 
relationships and have conversations that God can use to point people to Jesus’ love! 
 

Mark the evening of August 7 on your calendars and watch for more details! Also, if you’d like to be a part of the behind 
the scenes work that puts this event on, contact Pastor Zach at zagebert@bethanyappleton.org or (920) 733-3344.  

 
SUMMER SUNDAY STUDIES | 2018 
Check out the schedule of topics and teachers below.  There is a sign-up sheet for participants in the Welcome Center.  
Please let us know if you plan on attending so that we can plan accordingly for handouts and refreshments.  Thank you! 
 
 

July 1                         We’re Running Out of Germans  Chuck Clarey 
          Amazing Opportunities to Spread the Gospel. 
 

July 8, 15, 22, 29          Goliath     Pastoral Team 
          Conquering the Giants in your life. 
 

August 5 & 12          Christians Apologetics   Pastoral Team or Lay Leader 
          Preparing to Give an Answer about Our Hope. 
 

 

August 19 & 26          Is My Plan God’s Plan?   Pastoral Team or Lay Leader 
          A Christian Approach to Planning. 
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APPLE VALLEY FOOD PANTRY | July 15, 2018 
The July collection date for the pantry will be Sunday, July 15, 2018. Here is a list of items that the pantry is in the most 
need of: pancake mix & syrup, canned fruit, all canned meats such as chicken & beef, boxed & canned potatoes, all 
crackers, creamed soups, frostings, jam. Please keep the pantry in your prayers this summer. Thank you for your 
continued support of the pantry. We greatly appreciate it! 

THE HOPE CENTER 
The Hope Center is in need of your assistance to help others with their personal independence from need. We are 
asking for your support in the form of cash/gift cards. The Hope Center’s supply of basic hygiene items is getting low. 
We continue to serve over 35 families per month who are in need, both physically and spiritually. We appreciate the 
gifts we received during Christmas, however most of those supplies and gifts have been used. Cash or gift cards allows 
us to purchase supplies when needed, as we have limited storage space. Please consider making a donation either 
through your congregation or directly to The Hope Center. The Hope Center is located on the St. Matthew campus at 
1316 W. Lawrence St., Appleton, WI 54914. Thank you for your consideration! 

 
NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH? 
We are again checking to make sure that anyone without their one transportation has a ride to church. If you, or anyone 
you know of, doesn't have a regular ride to church we'd like to assist in finding one. Just call Glenn Erdmann, the Senior 
Ministry Elder, at 213-3204 or the church office at 733-9561. 
 
CALL NEWS 
God’s timing may surprise us, but his wisdom never fails. On Sunday, June 17, our new Administrative Assistant- Mrs. 
Emily Suedmeier received a call to serve Christ the Lord Lutheran Church in Cottage Grove, MN as a staff minister for 
youth and music. This, too. is according to God’s perfect plan. Please keep Emily and her husband Duane in your prayers 
as they consider this call. May the Lord lead her to a decision that builds up His kingdom and brings Him glory!  

 
SAVE THE DATE AT THE RATTLERS! 

The Annual ‘Bethany Night @ the Timber Rattlers’ games has been scheduled for Wednesday, July 18 beginning at 7:05 
PM (tailgate and fellowship at 5:30 PM).  Cost is $6 per person. Please make checks payable to: Steve Meitner.  We 
hope that T-Rat fans young and old will join us for this fun night cheering on the home team vs. the Dayton Dragons.  
This is a Wednesday night “bang for your buck night” so there are reduced prices ($1)  for hot dogs  and refreshments.  
Please see the sign-up sheet in the Welcome Center soon as the ticket deadline soon approaches. 

 
BETHANY LIBRARY NEWS 
Come and enrich your reading with great NPH books. Why? Because reading helps to deepen our faith! The first 
Christian book we should be reading for theology and building our faith should be the Bible. Considering the level of 
Biblical illiteracy in America, we could all double our efforts to spend more time in personal Bible reading and in group 
Bible studies.  With that being said, though, one of the best uses of Christian books is to deepen your faith. The Bible 
is a beautiful book inspired by God that gives hope to millions and has ultimate authority. With the help of Christian 
books, we can extract certain messages and stories of the Bible to better understand problems that face us today. 
Books are checked out for 2 weeks; music and DVDs can be checked out for 1 week. 

 
CAN YOU MULTIPLY YOUR GIFT FOR OUR MINISTRY? 
Bethany’s Our Shepherd Childcare & Family Ministry is eligible to receive employer matching gifts!  With typical 
matching amounts ranging from 1:1 all the way up to 3:1, this may provide a great, tax-deductible way to maximize 
your support of our ministry outreach at Our Shepherd and Bethany.  For example, a $500 gift can become $1000, or 
15,00 even $2000 depending on the match!  Typically, the process is very simple:  you notify your employer you are 
making a gift to Our Shepherd, and the employer sends a matching gift that will be designated t support general 
ministry expenses.  Whether you are currently employed or retired, check with your employer’s benefits administrator 
to find out how to take advantage of this benefit.  If you have questions, contact Todd Johnson (920) 209-5525. 
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JUST A REMINDER WHEN HOSPITALIZED 
When members of your Bethany family are hospitalized, your pastors desire to visit with you and share the comforting 
promises found in our Savior’s Word.  Please don’t assume that we will be contacted promptly by the hospital staff or 
that we are aware of the medical issues that you may be facing.  Help us to serve you with God’s Word and Sacrament 
by calling the Church Office (or have a loved one call) @ 733-9561.  Thank you for helping us in our ministry to you!! 

NEWS FROM THE FOX VALLEY & BEYOND 
 

LWMS CONVENTION RECAP 
The 55th annual convention of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society is behind us. What an awesome convention 
it was! highlights include: uplifting, tear-jerking church services with inspiring messages and hymns, informative 
workshops (one of which was led by our own Pastor Zach and Miss Ann!), humbling messages from missionaries sharing 
their experiences of serving the Lord from around the world, displays that showed many of the places our missionaries 
are sharing the gospel, a special 125 year anniversary celebration of Apacheland- the WELS first world mission, the 
presentation of over $125,000 to WELS home and world mission projects, and more! 
 

There were 1,445 women and men registered for the convention, nine of them from Bethany. Next year’s convention 
will be held at the Iowa Event Center in Des Moines, Iowa on Jun 27-30, 2019. Please consider attending! 
 

Closer to home- our Paperland Circuit Fall Rally will be held right here at Bethany on November 3rd. Please mark your 
calendars and watch for more information! – LWMS Reporter, Edie Frank 

 
BEING “CRAFTY” IN A GOOD WAY 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church’s Outreach Team is inviting crafters and vendors to be part of their 8th Annual Fall Festival 
Craft & Bake Sale, October 12th-13th! The cost is $25 for the two days. If you are a representative of a company like 
Avon, L’BRI, Tupperware, etc., we are doing extra promoting for you this year in advertising and “In House Party Time” 
during our event. If you want to know more, contact Judy Loewenhagen at 920-419-2364 or 
dloewenhagen@new.rr.com. 

 
HEARTS AND HANDS WORKSHOP- for artists, musicians, and creatives 
August 6-8, 2018, Wisconsin Lutheran College- Milwaukee- The Hearts and Hands Workshop is a three-day 
workshopping event for artists, worship leaders, and pastors seeking to integrate creativity and art into worship 
settings, specializing on discussions on the following topics: visual arts – creating original works of art to edify Christian 
worship; audio arts – from creating new songs or song settings to accompaniment in Christian Worship; technology – 
the use of lighting, video, and creative tech in Christian Worship; modern rites – being creative within the Lutheran 
liturgical tradition, such as the use of ordinaries and confessions & absolution. More information can be found at the 
following website: https://www.hatchfund.org/project/2018_hearts_and_hands_workshop. 

 
COLLEGE NIGHT AT COPPER ROCK 
There will be a “College Night’ for all 2018 high school graduates on Thursday, July 26 from 6-10pm at Copper Rock on 
College Ave. Even those not going off to college, going to college, or the Tech locally, or entering the military or work 
force are invited and urged to attend! Everyone who attends will receive a free drink or a free dessert! There will also 
be door prizes! (four $25 Amazon gift cards), college gear give-a-ways, and other free things. Campus Ministry reps 
from several colleges in Wisconsin will be there! 

 
OWLS MINISTRY FOR SENIORS 
The Organization of WELS Seniors (OWLS) offers an active ministry alternative for people retired and/or 50 + years old.  
To hundreds of members throughout the United States, this organization provides a sense of purpose through 
involvement, fellowship mutual support, life-enrichment activities and service to others. Seniors from our congregation 
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– set aside October 10-12, 2018, for the OWLS Convention for Seniors, which will be held at the beautiful Osthoff 
Resort, in Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin.  The theme of the convention will be “Finish Your Race.” 

 
CAMP PHILLIP | WAUTOMA, WI 
For info on Camp Phillip, please check out our website at www.campphillip.com  Programs this year include: 
 for grades K-2  (3) half week Pee Wee camps 
 for grades 2-4   (3) half week Fledgling camp 
 for grades 3-5  (2) full week Son Shine camps 
 for grades 4-6  (1) full week Gap camp and (3) full week Specialty camps 
 for grades 5-8  (1) week Son Rise camp for grades 5-8 
 for grades 6-8  (2) full week Son Shine camps and (12) full week Specialty camps 
 for grades 7-8  (1) weekend Confirmation retreat 
 for teens           (1) 5 – day Jr. staff training and (3) weekend Teen retreats 
 for families      (1) weekend Family Fest and (1) weekend Labor day retreat 
 for women       (1) weekend Women’s retreat and (2) weekend Quilting retreats 
 for grandparents / grandchildren:  (1) half week Grand camp 
 for Jesus Cares:  (1) 4-day Jesus Cares camp 
 

Camp Phillip, W9944 Buttercup Ave., Wautoma, Wisconsin 54982, (920) 787-3202, www.campphillip.com.  

 
CAMP BIRD | MARINETTE COUNTY 
Camp Bird is located in Northern Wisconsin, Marinette County, half-way between Crivitz and Mountain, just off 
Highway W.  Kids grades 5-8 during the 2017-18 school year, are eligible to participate in this WELS based summer 
camp.  Some activities are Christian fellowship, devotions/Bible study (with Christian Staff) nature hike / study, 
handicraft, free time / relaxing music, home cooked meals, archery, sports, boating / canoeing, swimming, ropes course 
and campfires.  Registration info and forms are available at www.campbird.org and in our Welcome Center.  You may 
send in your registration form at any time.  Registration will be accepted on a first come, first serve basis.  Cost for the 
first child is $150.00 a week, second child in the family is $110.  Dates available are July 8–13, July 15-20 or July 22-27. 

 
LUTHERAN GIRL PIONEERS INTERNATIONAL CAMP 
The Lutheran Girl Pioneers invites girls ages 8 – 15 to join us at the LGP International Camp July 29 – August 4, 2018.  
We have many classes to choose from canoeing to Zumba, from crocheting to archery.  There’s also nightly campfires, 
daily devotions, and so much more!  LGP Camp is located at Camp Bird (between Crivitz and Mountain).  You don’t 
have to be a member of Lutheran Girl Pioneers to come!  Girls from all over the U.S. and Canada have joined us!  For 
more info and to register go to LGPcamp@gmail.com  Lutheran Girl Pioneers serves girls of the WELS and ELS.  For 
more information about LGP, email girlpioneers@gmail.com. 

 
GRIEFSHARE | st. matthew, appleton 
GriefShare is a weekly Bible-based, Christ-centered support group for adult men and women who have experienced 
the death of someone close. You will learn valuable information through a series of videos and discussion on how to 
deal with the emotions and challenges that come when a loved one dies. You are invited to join us for GriefShare: 
Where:  St. Matthew Lutheran Church - 129 South Mason Street, Appleton, WI 54914 
When:  Wednesdays - thru August 29    Time:  From 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.  

 
PHONE SURVEY VOLUNTEERS - st. peter, larsen 
St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church in rural Larsen, Wisconsin needs help with a telephone survey.  Their goal is to 
reach 2000 homes in their area by telephone.  The survey sheets have everything you should need to reach out to 
people with a simple invitation.  If you are comfortable speaking on the phone and can speak slowly, you can help this 
congregation.  The project has been approved by Lutheran Volunteers a program of Kingdom Workers, but the need 
for callers is urgent.  If you are interested in more details email Pastor Paul Ibisch at paul.ibisch@gmail.com or call 608-
799-0990.  Your help would be a blessing for this congregation. 

tel:(920)%20787-3202
http://www.campphillip.com/
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HEY SENIORS – HERE’S A TAX-WISE WAY TO SUPPORT THE LORD’S WORK 
Under the new law (passed in 2016) you and your spouse, assuming he/she is 70.5 years or older, may each make 
direct transfers of up to #100,000 from an IRA per year to charity.  Direct transfers to charity are wholly excluded from 
your taxable income, so they do not have any adverse effect on other tax benefits you might enjoy.  These transfers 
do not generate a charitable deduction, but the relief from tax impact is often more advantageous.  Consult your tax 
or financial advisor to determine the most appropriate gift assets for your situation. 
 

 
How do I make a direct transfer of IRA Assets? 
You will need to contact the investment firm that handles your IRA to request a direct transfer to a particular WELS 
ministry.  To ensure that your IRA transfer is not taxable, the check must be made payable to the charity, not to you 
personally.  Talk to your financial planner or WELS Christian giving counselor (800) 827-5482 to learn more. 

 
FOX VALLEY LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 

 
SCHOOL NEWS: 

• Sunday, June 10 was a special day at FVL as worshipers gathered for the FVL Growing in Grace Mortgage Burning 
Ceremony. It was an exciting opportunity to praise the Lord for his goodness in allowing FVL to retire the $4.6M debt 
five years ahead of schedule. Thanks for Rev. Dennis Belter and Rev. Leon Ehlert for leading the service. Many stayed 
after the service to enjoy the tours of construction progress on the new Let the Children Come expansion. 

• Freshman enrollment for next year stands at 167. Total enrollment for next fall looks to be over 650. (The 2017-
18 school year closed with 613 students.) 

• International student enrollment will be adding more students over the summer. Host families are always 
needed to share in this evangelism effort. Especially needed are homes willing to host male students. A change will 
be taking place over the summer in the International Program as our former International Program Coordinator Laura 
Gucinski steps into her new role in the Guidance Office and hands over the reins of the International Program to Mrs. 
Monica Uhlenbrauck. Over summer, questions should still be directed to Mrs. Gucinski at lgucinski@fvlhs.org. 

• Several changes are taking place on the Board of Regents. We thank outgoing Chairman Rev. Thomas Mielke for 
his faithful service and welcome newly-elected board member Rev. Tim Glende (St. Peter-Freedom). Also both Rev. 
Adam Bode and Principal Matt Foley have accepted calls out of the area. Rev. Pat Brown (Bethany-Appleton) has 
been appointed to replace Rev. Bode. The appointment to replace Mr. Foley is still being sought. 

• Local media have picked up the story on the extensive vandalism to FVL’s soccer and football fields over the past 
year. Damage estimates are over $250K, and all four fields will need to be redone to make them playable. Appleton 
Police and our insurance carrier are involved. Repair work will begin this summer, but the fall home seasons for boys’ 
soccer and football will need to be played off-campus. A $10K reward for information leading to the arrest of the 
vandal(s) is being offered. 

• Despite construction challenges June is full of Foxes Summer Camp opportunities. STEM and Art Camps had to be 
canceled for this year, but will return next summer. 
 
STAFFING NEWS: 

• New FVL faculty members Mr. Ryan Lemke, Mr. Jeff Loberger, Mrs. Kathy Stern, Mr. Phil Stern, and Mr. Jeff 
Uhlenbrauck are preparing for their moves to the Appleton area. 

• FVL is also welcomes Mr. Gregg Schreiber (new Maintenance Supervisor), Mrs. Sara Gerndt (new part-time 
School Office Assistant), and Mrs. Monica Uhlenbrauck (new International Program Coordinator). 

• Positions available include a full-time second shift maintenance worker and a paid Canteen Manager for the 
coming school year. See fvlhs.org for more details. 
 
FINANCIAL NEWS: 

mailto:lgucinski@fvlhs.org
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• Congregational commitments are $9,096 behind where they were last year. For the congregations to reach the 
commitment of $970,400 by the end of June, $178,106 will be needed in offerings. June offerings need to be 
submitted by July 1. 

• The SCRIP sales for May were $213,394.  The program achieved gross sales of just over $2.2 million during the 
2017-18 school year. 

• Applications for the Wisconsin Parental Choice Program were at 184. The Wisconsin Dept. of Instruction found 
181 of those eligible and FVL was awarded 178 vouchers. The 2018-19 budget estimated 155 vouchers. Praise God! 

• FVL’s Annual Golf Outing took place June 14 with the proceeds benefiting the FVL Technology Fund. Thanks to all 
who supported this fun fellowship event. 

NEWS FROM THE WELS & THE WORLD 
 

OUR WELS MISSION PARTNER | Costa Maya Ministries – Mexico 
We enjoy experiencing God’s marvelous creation here. Daily we see stunning sunsets. The ocean is a constant source 
of fascination. The sand beckons us to walk for hours. These gifts surround us all the time, but then sometimes we get 
a special treat. A few small foxes run across the road, and pheasant-sized birds called chachalacas perch near. A strange, 
crested bird lands in a tree. We pass yellow flowered trees full of bright orange orioles eating the blossoms. 
Hummingbirds hum, and woodpeckers hammer. We haven’t seen a jaguar, but we have seen his pawprints. A parade 
of coatis with their long tails held straight up cross the road right in front of us. Another day we see a tapir. Next we 
glimpse another animal, what might be an agouti. Spreading the Good News is our primary goal, but we are thankful 
to the feast to our eyes provided by our gracious God. – Bill Krug  
 

A pastor here in Mexico seems to need a great deal of adaptability, flexibility and patience … and it doesn't hurt to be 
a jack-of-all trades to keep the vehicles running, the water tanks on the roof providing water or building a divider wall 
for the classroom or extra seats for the van.  Thanks to Pastor V. for his love of God and the people in Mahahual. Please 
continue to pray for God's work and His people here.  ~ The Krugs 
 

Online donations may be made at www.Costamayaministries.org or by check payable to Costa Maya Ministries and 
mailed c/o Fred Starck, 1765 Natures Way, Lindenhurst, IL., 60046. 
 

Our mailing address is:  8404 Saltsberry - Eagle River, WI 54521 
 
OUR WELS MISSION PARTNER | St. Paul’s- Adams County, WI 

Summer 2018 Update- 
The past several months have brought some new blessings to the mission church serving Adams County in Wisconsin. 
After Pastor Brian Schmidt accepted a call to Caledonia last year our congregation spent about six months without a 
full time pastor at our mission campus in Adams. We thankfully had pastoral support from our main campus in Mauston 
to serve the members as well as the prospects who kept coming despite the vacancy. We thank God for his blessings 
during this time as our congregation took more ownership of certain aspects of our ministry. We also recognize that 
our vacancy, compared to some of our sister churches in WELS, was relatively short at this time of pastoral shortages. 
We are grateful. Pastor Jasper Sellnow, his wife Sarah, and their five children joined us in late January of this year and 
have been getting plugged into the ministry of St. Paul’s and getting to know the community.  
 

Our ministry needs continue to press hard in our current rented facility, especially the need for more space to worship 
and offer ministry to disciple our members and community. With attendance increasing again we find ourselves eager 
for a larger space to use for ministry. Despite the cramped and noisy space we currently are using, people keep coming 
back. This is a testament to the power of the Word and the impact of the gospel of Jesus Christ. There is no earthly 
reason for a church like this to “work.” 
 

Some initial capital stewardship work on our St. Paul’s campuses has given us a clearer financial picture for a  new 
facility. Our building plans are being revised currently as we seek to approach our future church home with a phased 
approach so that we can begin our work in a new facility in the next year or so, while still planning for growth in the 
future according to God’s blessing.  
 

http://costamayaministries.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f3d82ce5ab47102dc598a997&id=dc0459d32d&e=c4e8dca6b2
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We are grateful for the many congregations and individuals who have partnered with our mission offering their prayers 
and financial support. As a rural mission this church was not funded with Synod mission dollars, but through the 
sacrifice of members in Mauston and around the state. There are thousands of souls to be reached in the area, and 
this remains the only WELS church in Adams County. Please continue to pray for St. Paul’s in Adams County. Pray that 
God opens the eyes of the hurting and lost to see the healing and freedom found in Jesus. Pray that our members can 
grow in faith and evangelistic zeal that many more might be reached. Pray that no matter where we hold services and 
do ministry the Word works as God has promised. Thank you for your support brothers and sisters. You are in our 
prayers and we pray that God’s kingdom continues to come through the work we do together. – Pastor Jasper Sellnow 

 
 
316NOW | SHARING GRACE IN CHINA 
Please talk to our Father this week, if not into the future, about 316NOW’s online Bible institute. 
 

Bible institute improvements 
For the third year in a row, this is the week 316NOW is gathering scholars and faculty members to work together on 
improving our Bible institute’s courses. Our team of seven writers is gathering at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary in 
Mequon.  Four courses will begin to be prepared for revision or creation. They will be completed in the next six to 12 
months. 
 

Improved courses 
Two writers will improve our course on Christian doctrines. Three writers will assemble sermon studies and sermon 
samples for 60 Gospel texts. This course is entitled, Gospel texts for preaching and teaching. Another faculty member 
will write a course on marriage and family life. The remaining course will compare Christianity with other religions. 
 

Improved certificate program 
Our team of faculty members will also help to establish course requirements for the four certificates that our students 
can earn from our Bible institute. Those are certificates in 

• Biblical Studies (this program is intended to provide students with a general knowledge of the Bible and a 
deeper knowledge of several key books of the Bible), 

• Christian Ministry (these courses will provide students with a solid foundation in doctrine, as well as essential 
areas of pastoral practice), 

• Christian Studies (these courses are intended to help experienced church leaders design their own program for 
professional growth), and 

• Church Leadership (a program that provides a strong foundation in doctrine, as well as practical ministry and 
leadership). 
 

We are grateful for your prayers.  
Send your gifts, questions, or encouragement to:   316now   P.O. Box 28876   Greenfield, WI 53228-0876 

 
WELS NIGHT @ MILLER PARK 
Last August, more than 2,600 WELS members attended WELS Night at Miller Park.  Back for another year, we are 
excited to announce the fifth annual WELS Night, which is scheduled for Friday, August 3rd . Gametime is 7:10 PM.  Plan 
to join thousands of WELS members for an evening at Miller Park to watch the Brewers take on the Rockies! Tickets 
for WELS members and guests are discounted up to 50% and are reserved all together in a block.  WELS 2nd Vice 
President Joel Voss will throw out the ceremonial first pitch and WELS member Ella Schroeder will be the Junior 
Announcer.  Deadline to purchase tickets (in groups of 20) is Friday, July 20.  For more info. contact Greg Souza at (414) 

902-4492  or greg.souza@brewers.com 

 
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK--STAY INFORMED |  www.facebook.com/bethanyappleton    

 
CHURCH OFFICE CHATTER 

http://www.facebook.com/bethanyappleton


Village Voice | Page 10 

 

 How would you like to receive your Village Voice monthly newsletter?  Hardcopy in your church mailbox?  Via email 
to your inbox? Both?  Please let us know!  You can let us know at churchoffice@bethanyappleton.org.  For those of 
you who are receiving the Village Voice via email: please remember your monthly Calendar page will be included as a 
PDF attachment along with your newsletter sent out from the Church Office.  (When available, the Financial Report 
and Gifts and Memorials Report will be sent out separately to insure timely delivery.) 
 

 If you have a new email address, phone number, or home address change—then please update your “member-
profile” by sending an email to our Church Office at: churchoffice@bethanyappleton.org or (920) 733-9561. 
 

 Electronic giving (EFT) provides convenience for you and much needed donation consistency for our congregation’s 
ministry. Pick up a Electronic Giving brochure at the information racks near the Welcome Center, fill out the 
authorization form, and contact the Church Office at  (920) 733-9561 or email churchoffice@bethanyappleton.org 
 

 Please drop in and introduce yourself to the newest member of the Bethany team, Emily Suedmeier. She joins us as 
the church secretary, as Faith Butch retired after many years of service to the Lord. Emily and her husband Duane 
recently moved to the area from Aberdeen, SD. Please also add the new e-mail address to any lists you may have- 
churchoffice@bethanyapplton.org.  

 
MONTHLY BIBLE READING SCHEDULE | june 2018 
 

1.  2 Kings 15-17 
2.  Hosea 1-4 
3.  Hosea 5-7 
4.  Hosea 8-10 
5.  Hosea 11-14 
6.  2 Kings 18-19 
7.  Isaiah 1-3 
8.  Isaiah 4-6 
9.  Isaiah 7-9 
10.  Isaiah 10-12 
11.  Isaiah 13-15 

12. Isaiah 16-18 
13.  Isaiah 19-21 
14.  Isaiah 22-24 
15.  Isaiah 25-27 
16.  Isaiah 28-30 
17.  Isaiah 31-33 
18.  Isaiah 34-36 
19.  Isaiah 37-39 
20.  Isaiah 40-42 
21.  Isaiah 43-45 
22.  Isaiah 46-48 

23.  Isaiah 49-51 
24.  Isaiah 52-54 
25.  Isaiah 55-57 
26.  Isaiah 58-60 
27.  Isaiah 61-63 
28.  Isaiah 64-66 
29.  Micah 1-4 
30. Micah 5-7 
31. Nahum 1-3

 
GOD BLESS AS YOU CELEBRATE YOUR BIRTHDAY 
  

07/02   Marian Grams 
07/02    Joanne Siemek 
07/02 Diane Williams 
07/03 Nathan Anderson 
07/04 Dana Kaphingst 
07/04 Betty Jane Karr 
07/04 Lydia Stensberg 
07/05 Glenn Bechler 
07/06 Donald Gurgel 
07/06 Emily Wiese 
07/07 Samantha Koepsell 
07/07 Jason Korth 
07/07 Andy Reynolds 
07/08 Myla Wilson 
07/09 Jonathan Boese 
07/10 Jonah Behrens 
07/11 Phil Schlafer 

07/12  Teddy Anderson 
07/12 Damien Olson 
07/13 Kathy Appleby 
07/13 Ayden Foskett 
07/16 Barb Heiden 
07/16 Andrew Tramp 
07/17 Scott Debraal 
07/18 Jeremy Erdmann 
07/18 Cadie Olson 
07/18 Brian Palmbach 
07/18 Kari Springstroh 
07/18 Shane Strong 
07/18 Nathan Welch 
07/22 Scott Kraft 
07/22 Stacy Olson 
07/22 Sharon Schmidt 
07/23 Patricia Arnold 

07/23 Jeffrey Basler 
07/23 Mike Heinz 
07/23 Terry Huss 
07/23 Claire Zuleger 
07/25 Annette Huss 
07/25 Jolene Kloth 
07/26 Jericho Learman 
07/26 Glen Schabow 
07/27 Kaley Grunwald 
07/28 Rebecca Johnston 
07/29 Elaine Bohrtz 
07/30 Doris Dogs 
07/30 Joe Kobriger 
07/31 Nicole Pralle 
07/31 Kiarra Springstroh 

 

mailto:febutch@bethanyappleton.org
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BLC MEMBERSHIP CHANGES | july 2018 
 

Incoming 
• Alexandria Hart - Adult Confirmation 

o Daniel Hart - Child Baptism (05.19.2018) 
o Myda Hart - Child Baptism (05.19.2018) 

• Martin Forbes - Adult Confirmation 
• Melissa Forbes - Adult confirmation 

o Max Forbes  
o Miles Forbes 

• Jason Wheelock - Adult Confirmation 
• Cynthia Morris - Adult Confirmation 
• Logan Michael Bentz - Infant Baptism (05.20.2018) 
• Bailey Ada May Lashmet - Infant Baptism (06.03.2018) 
• Harper Ann Steffens - Infant Baptism (06.10.2018) 
• Michael Millhouse - Transfer from St. Peter Lutheran Church, Schofield, WI 
• Stephanie Millhouse - Transfer from St. Peter Lutheran Church, Schofield, WI 

o Brynn Millhouse 
o Brady Millhouse 
o Beckett Millhouse 

 

Change of Status from Baptized Soul to Communicant Member 
• Makayla Barber 
• Lindsey Brown 
• Moira Helein 
• Anthony Higareda 
• Drew Huss 
• Alexia Johnson 
• Canon Kirchner 

 

Outgoing 
• Garrett Greve - Release from Membership 
• Logan Greve - Release from Membership 
• Emily Maes - Release from Membership 
• Alex Tews - Release from Membership 

 
OUR MISSION AT BETHANY IS… 

to live our faith and share Jesus’ love with all people--one heart and home at a time. 
  
OUR VISION FOR BETHANY IS…to help more people know Jesus’ love. 
  
As we worship God by coming together around Word and Sacrament. 
As we grow spiritually by faithfully studying His Word at home and together. 
As we serve God and others by using our distinct gifts. 
 

Ask•Seek•Knock Prayer Chain 

askprayerchain@bethanyappleton.org | CayeLynn Duchow (920) 882-0675 
 

Have questions or comments? Wish to unsubscribe?  Have a helpful suggestion or wish to contribute an article for 
The Village Voice? Email us at mphenke@bethanyappleton.org. 
  
Bethany Lutheran Church                                                                                                    Bethany Lutheran Church  
530 West Parkway Boulevard                                                                                                3335 North Lynndale Drive 
Appleton, Wisconsin, 54911                                                                                                   Appleton, Wisconsin, 54913 
 

Pastor  Mark P. Henke     Pastor Patrick L. Brown     Pastor Zachary A. Gebert 

mailto:askprayerchain@bethanyappleton.org
mailto:mphenke@bethanyappleton.org
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(920).733.9561     www.bethanyappleton.org                                        (920).733.3344     
www.ourshepherdchildcare.com      


