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JUST AN ORDINARY LIFE 
 

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive  
with Christ, even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been 
saved.  (Ephesians 2: 4,5) 
 

Today is Thursday. The middle of ordinary common 
  My event calendar has nothing special noted for 

November 30.   
 

  A common day. 
 

Face it. We lead common lives. Punctuated by occasional weddings, job transfers, vacations up north, and 
graduations.  A few highlights  but mainly the day-to-day rhythm of another week. 
 

Commonhood has 
. Stuck in a rut. Become bored. Wondering if you ever have or ever will make any lasting 

contribution.  Do commoners rate in heaven? Does God love common people? Or is he only in search of the 
 

 

If the word common describes you, take heart  good company. It describes our Savior . 
 

 
 

Find the maps in the back of your Bible. Go to the map of Israel . Draw a circle around the town named 
Nazareth. Congratulations! now located a mere dot on the edge of boredom. For thirty years of his life, Jesus 
lived a common life. Aside from one incident in the temple, we have no record of what he said or did for the first 30 
years he walked the earth. He looked so common that the people who knew him even 

   
 

But make no mistake about it. Jesus took an uncommon approach to his common life. In every possible way, he was 
being prepared. It began in that small town wood working shop.  Yet he knew what was going to happen. His common 
surroundings as true man readied him for his uncommon work as the Son of God. At the age of thirty he entered 
public life. In order to have a public life, you have to leave private life. In order for Jesus to save the world, he had to 
say good-bye to his world. 
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Jesus left cozy comfortable little Nazareth in pursuit of you and me. And the day he did, he declared publicly his 
uncommon devotion and unconditional love for you and me. 
 

great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
   

 

What kind of love looks into the face of rebellious children, knowing full well the weight of their common calamity 
and s   The name for such love is  
 

Perhaps Christmas proves that  
 And just maybe, this day of grace is anything but ordinary.  

 

May your heart and life be readied to welcome your Savior when he comes again!! 
 
 

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 
 

 Midweek Advent Worship #1 @ Parkway Campus 
       Wednesday, November 29th      4:30 PM & 6:30 PM 
 

 Midweek Advent Worship #2 @ Parkway Campus 
Wednesday, December 6th    4:30 PM & 6:30 PM 
 

 Midweek Advent Worship #3 @ Parkway Campus 
Wednesday, December 13th  4:30 PM & 6:30 PM 
 

 Our Shepherd  Campus 
Friday, December 8th   10:00 AM 
 

  Service @ Parkway Campus 
Sunday, December 17th                 10:30 AM 
 

 Christmas Eve Worship @ Parkway Campus 
Sunday, December 24th                 10:00 AM & 4:30 PM  

 Christmas Eve Worship @ Lynndale Campus 
                                                                                          Sunday, December 24th                   6:30 PM 

 

 Christmas Day Worship @ Parkway Campus 
Monday, December 25th 10:00 AM 
 

  Worship @ Lynndale Campus 
Saturday, December 30th  4:30 PM  
 

  @ Parkway Campus 
Sunday, December 31th                          8:00 AM & 10:30 AM 
 

NEWS CLOSE TO HOME 
 

 

WINTER WEATHER COURTESY 
Will you offer a little encouragement to our elderly members this winter season by purposely leaving some of the closer 
in parking spaces available for them?  And if the parking lot or sidewalks are a bit slippery, please offer a smile and 
sturdy arm to help them  or Bible study  this winter! 
 

OFFERING ENVELOPES | 2017  
Your 2017 offering envelopes will be placed in our mailbox system the weekend of December 10, 2017 and then remain in 
the mailboxes through Sunday, January 28, 2018. After that date, the envelopes will be pulled and stored in the Church 
Office. To acquire them after 01/28/18, you will need to make arrangements (920) 733-9561 to pick them up from the 
Church Office (Monday-Friday, 8AM to 3PM). Please take them at your earliest opportunity and please remember to 
verify your name and number prior to using the packet in 2018. Thank you for your faithful and generous ministry support! 
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 JUST A REMINDER WHEN HOSPITALIZED 
When members of our Bethany family are hospitalized, your pastors desire to visit with you and share the comforting 

that we are aware of t
by calling the Church Office (or have a loved one call)  @ 733-9561.  Thank you for helping us in our ministry to you!!   
  

ONE MONTH LEFT IN 2017 
There are distin -
heaviest month of giving towards all charities and non- -

r congregation or our church body (WELS). Using common sense and the 
opportunities afforded us is God-honoring stewardship! May our giving practices be rooted not in our financial 
planning but in our spiritual foundation... having unfailing love and his promises to provide for us!   
  

ADVENT FELLOWSHIP SUPPERS 
 

Fellowship Suppers will be served December 6 and December 13 at our Parkway Campus location in the lower level 
Fellowship Hall between services from 5:30 PM  6:15 PM. We hope this will make it easy and enjoyable for you and 
your family to worship and have supper with Christian friends.  Free-will offerings will be received each week to 
support our WELS world mission partner  Cruz de Christ0 (Cross of Christ) -- in Costa Maya, Mexico. Checks should 
be made out to Bethany Lutheran Church. 
 

TIME SENSITIVE MATCHING GIFT FOR 75TH ANNIVERSARY FUND 
A generous donor has come forward to match up to $5000 of gifts given to enable video streaming and recording at 
Bethany. If we can meet this matching gift, this will accomplish one of the phases of the 75th anniversary worship tech 
upgrade project. As of this writing, we have received just over $2,000 towards this match goal. Every size gift will help! 
This match is only available until December 31, 2017, so please use this opportunity as the Lord enables you! 
 

APPLE VALLEY FOOD PANTRY | December 10, 2017 
The December collection date for the pantry is Sunday, December 10, 2017 (one week early due to Christmas holiday).  
On our Parkway Campus - grocery donations should be left on or near the three-tiered cart located at the head of the 
NW stairwell  just across from the mailboxes. On our Lynndale Campus - groceries should be left on or below the 
table near the entrance to the Multi-Purpose Room. Cash gifts are always appreciated and your checks should be made 
out to Apple Valley Food Pantry and placed in the offering plate during worship.  The following is the list of items 
currently needed to restock the shelves at the pantry:  miscellaneous hygiene and household items, cereal, all canned 
meats such as tuna and beef, pasta-in-a-can, canned fruit, hamburger helper, all crackers, chunky soup, and jam. 
 

LAST WEEKEND TO ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA!! 
We love making our Chancel area on the Parkway Campus a thing of beauty during the Christmas holidays and so we 
hope that we can count on our members and friends to place an order for a Christmas poinsettia or two.  Cost per 
plant is $11. Please order your plant (sign-up sheet) and pay for it (envelopes available) in the Entry Area no later than 
Monday, December 4. Please make checks to: Bethany. 
 

 
The Our Shepherd Christmas Program, "The Jesse Tree," is this Friday, December 8, at 10:00 AM in the Lynndale 
Campus Praise Center. All are welcome to worship our Savior as the children speak and sing the message of the 
angels: A Savior Has Been Born! 
 

THE JESSE TREE |  sunday school christmas service 
Make plans to join us on Sunday  December 17 at 10:30 am for our Sunday School Christmas service and make plans 
to invite your friends and relatives.  This is a great opportunity to hear the good news of great joy that is for all the 
people.  This a great opportunity to encourage our young people as they grow in their ability and confidence to share 
this good news of great joy with others.   For our parents, thank you for your assistance as we prepare the children for 
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this service.  Please continue to bring them for Sunday school each week, since part of our time together each Sunday 
is spent preparing for this service.  Please practice the parts and songs with your children at home as well.  Our final 
rehearsal will be on Saturday  December 16 from 9:00  11:00 am.  You are welcome to stay while we practice, but it 

-way through and we will provide a snack for your child(ren) on this 
morning.  Please let your teacher(s) know if you will not be able to participate in the service or the practice.  Thank you. 
 

BETHANY CONNECTIONS  SMALL GROUP WINTER SESSION BEGINS IN JANUARY 
Thanksgiving marked the end of our first Bethany Connections small group session and our first Bethany Connections 
small group session marks another reason for us to give thanks.  We have received much positive feedback on our first 
session from leaders an
were pleasantly surprised by how comfortable they became with their groups.  Some of our leaders who were hesitant 
about their roles were blessed by the encouragement they received from their group members and grew in their 
confidence.  Parents who were involved in these studies have shared with us that they have grown in their ability to 
discuss spiritual matters with their children.  Praise God for all these blessings and may they continue next session! 
 

Sign-ups for our Winter session will take place the weekend of December 30-31 and January 6-8.  Groups will begin 
meeting soon after.  Please watch and listen for more information on our Winter session in the weeks ahead.  If you 
participated in our first session, I pray you will do so again.  If you did not participate the first time around, consider 
trying it out for the next session. 
 

CAN YOU MULTIPLY YOUR GIFT FOR OUR MINISTRY? 
Bethany's Our Shepherd Childcare & Family Ministry is eligible to receive employer matching gifts! With typical 
matching amounts ranging from 1:1 all the way up to 3:1, this may provide a great, tax-deductible way to maximize your 
support of our ministry outreach at Our Shepherd and Bethany. For example, a $500 gift can become $1000, or $1500, or 
even $2000 depending on the match! Typically, the process is very simple: you notify your employer you are making a 
gift to Our Shepherd, and the employer sends a matching gift that will be designated to support general ministry expenses. 

take advantage of this benefit. If you have questions, contact Todd Johnson (920) 731-7642 or Gary Frank (920) 277-1642. 

 

NEWS FROM THE FOX VALLEY & BEYOND 
 

 

GRIEFSHARE @ st. matthew, appleton 
GriefShare is a weekly Bible-based, Christ-centered support group for adult men and women who have experienced 
the death of someone close. You will learn valuable information through a series of videos and discussion on how to 
deal with the emotions and challenges that come when a loved one dies. You are invited to join us for GriefShare: 
Where:  St. Matthew Lutheran Church - 129 South Mason Street, Appleton, WI 54914 
When:   Meets weekly on Saturday - October 21 thru February 10, 2018 from 9:00  11:00 AM. Breaks for the sessions 
during the holidays, see brochure of complete schedule located in the Welcome Center. 
 

BARGAIN GARDEN THRIFT STORE  
Bargain Garden Thrift Shop, 2725 N. Meade St. | 832-8822, appreciates your donations of house wares, home decor, 
jewelry, furniture (no upholstered items), novelties, new greeting cards, and toys. Clean and gently-used items only. Your 
help provides funds for the teen ministry at FVL.  Visit the store online at bargaingardenthrift.com 
 

REFINE US | marriage retreat hosted by st mark, depere 
 

What are other couples saying?   time away from our normal 
   

 

 
 

-
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Join us on the shores of Green Lake, Heidel House Resort & Spa on March 2  4.  Presenters include: Justin & Trisha 
Davis  Barnes & Miner, now 
Fish Sticks Comedy, share a stage all over the country performing their unique brand of tag team comedy.  Their improv 

-cross-the-  
 

Please register at www.WithThisRingRetreat.com! or pick up a brochure/registration form in the Welcome Center.   

 

WLCFS | appleton counseling update 
New Providers / Programs 
 

Paul Schroeder-Haag, MS, MA | Professional Counselor & Substance Abuse Counselor 
before coming to work for Christian Family Solutions, Paul worked for 11 years in law enforcement. Paul specializes in 
working with individuals and families in law enforcement, corrections, and emergency services; domestic violence 
offenders; domestic violence victims; and those who struggle with addiction/substance abuse, anger management, 
anxiety, PTSD, trauma, and depression. Paul also gives an educational presentation on substance use disorders.  
 

Cassandra Lauters, LPC | Licensed Professional Counselor 
Cassie joined Christian Family Solutions in May of 2017. She specializes in working with children through adults in the 
areas of anxiety, depression, trauma, PTSD, suicidality, and family and relationship difficulties. Her past work 
experience includes residential, group home, day treatment, and outpatient programs. She has also done mental health 
assessments in a high school setting. 
 

Natalie Gauthier, RN, BSN, MSN, APNP, FNP-C, PMHNP-C | Nurse Practitioner 
Natalie joined Christian Family Solutions in 2017. She can diagnose, treat, and prescribe for most mental health 
conditions. She utilizes GeneSight testing, which takes the guesswork out of determining which medications are most 
effective for the individual. 
 

To view complete counselor biographies, please visit our website www.ChristianFamilySolutions.org 
 

INTENSIVE OUTPATIENT PROGRAMS | Mindfulness Program (GROWTH) 
What Is a Mindfulness-Based Intensive Outpatient Program?  This program is designed for those seeking 
clinically proven and effective skills and resources to more successfully manage depression, anxiety, trauma, or other 
serious mental health conditions.  The program can serve as a step-down option for individuals moving from inpatient 
or partial hospitalization or to provide clients a higher level of care than what is available through traditional outpatient 
counseling. 
 

Where can I learn more about GROWTH? Call us at 800.438.1772 
 

DUAL DIAGNOSIS PROGRAM 
Those who struggle with substance abuse often have underlying mental health issues, which can be a barrier to relapse 
prevention and long-term recovery. Our comprehensive, integrated program combines the experience of professionals 
from both the mental health and substance abuse fields into a single treatment program and setting. Our counselors 
effectively treat both the addiction and any underlying mental health concerns.  What further sets our program apart 
is the inclusion of a faith-based model of recovery, which results in sustained treatment outcomes. 
 
Call us at 800.438.1772  |  www.ChristianFamilySolutions.org  |  info@wlcfs.org 

 

NEWS FOR & ABOUT WOMEN  
 

 

 
2018 LWMS Annual Convention | Green Bay, WI 

have the privilege of hosting the LWMS 55th Annual Convention June 21  24, 2018 at the KI Convention Center in 
Green Bay, WI.  The theme for the convention is   Why do we have 
conventions?  We have conventions to learn what God is doing all over the world!  We have sisters and brothers in the 

tel:(800)%20438-1772
tel:(800)%20438-1772
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xwB75_JZ7Hu7Ft3cMZx0Clv7rJCvyhiOeFCD7UZU-eIB8TCxFzbYQa-Qv_vLsyhKqEDCiw7agThuZfSVDyy3vov2YNyEB1kK_OKS_Xk3T4T4v72DEEXS3axH-l7PvACegAAT9AITMVDrAGzmQIjpDyTYlQLn80Imo1mLV45837k=&c=d6zyvtdCh8AddcD3aCIWnJgQVn2EBSokI_ouPtna5nXWurRsHiJiUA==&ch=DFn6UhQQK3vFRiboy_6lT3Y46MAt-TfbubWh8AYaPcKmq1-MgprZ1w==
mailto:info@wlcfs.org
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faith in over 39 countries around the world being served by WELS missionaries, going where we cannot go.  We are 
G  Matthew 28:19. 

 

Why do we need your help for the convention?  We are making plans to have approximately 1800 guests. The 
convention offers many opportunities to service, and we can use your help.  A volunteer list will be made available 
soon.  Watch for additional information in upcoming bulletin & newsletters.  We also have expenses involved in hosting 
a convention  decorations, displays, printing costs, communion supplies, and first aid supplies.  Your donations will 
help with these expenses, make check payable to LWMS Paperland Area Convention Fund.  A receptacle can be found 
in the Welcome Center.   
 

OWLS MINISTRY FOR SENIORS 
The Organization of WELS Seniors (OWLS) offers an active alternative to inactivity for people retired and/or 50 years 
old. To hundreds of members throughout the United States, this organization provides a sense of active purpose. 
Through involvement, fellowship, mutual support, life enrichment activities and service to others, OWLS members are 
encouraged and helped to be all that they can be!    
 

FOX VALLEY LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOL NEWS 
 

STAFFING NEWS 

  In early November, the Board of Regents extended a call to Mr. Ryan Lemke (Science), who currently teaches at 
Michigan Lutheran HS. We are pleased to announce that he has accepted this call and will be joining our staff July 1. 
Also called were Mr. Phil Stern (Religion & Social Studies) and Mrs. Kathy Stern (Math), both currently serving in 
Nebraska.  Please remember these teachers in your prayers. 
  Long-time FVL Assistant Principal Dave Voss is facing health challenges. As a result, the Regents have called Mr. 
Jeffry Uhlenbrauck (FVL Class of 1989) to serve as Assistant Principal beginning next year. Please remember Mr. Voss 
and Mr. Uhlenbrauck in your prayers. 
  Mrs. Allie (Goodman) Elmer has joined our part-time Scrip Office staff. 
 

SCHOOL NEWS 

  Current enrollment stands at 618 students, as compared to 584 at this time last year. 
  8th Grade Welcome Night took place October 30 with nearly 400 students and parents attending. 
  Thirty-five students attended the Focus on Ministry trip to Martin Luther College. 
  About 200 worshipers celebrated Groundbreaking for the Let the Children Come building expansion effort on 
November 5. Representatives from all 43 Federation churches were invited to participate. 
  Student Council served breakfast to more than 240 veterans and their families on Veterans Day. Our guest speaker 
for the ceremony was FVL grad Dan Mueller (1999).   
  12/2 
at 11AM & 1PM.  They will be sharing the same program at St. Matthew-Appleton for their Christmas for Kids event at 
1:15 PM on Sat., 12/9.  Come enjoy this family-friendly Christmas tradition! 
  8th Grade Scheduling Nights are set for 12/11 & 12/14 attend either night can contact FVL 
Guidance Department to schedule an appointment. 
  The FVL Choirs invite you to attend their annual Christmas concert on 12/17 at 4PM. The concert is free and open 
to the public; a free-will offering will be taken. 
 

COCURRICULARS 
  Over 700 elementary school children attended our fall play, Vintage Hitchcock: A Live Radio Play. Three public 
performances were also held. 
  The FVL Choraliers participated in the WELS Choralfest at Luther High School in Onalaska on November 10-12. 
  Senior Erika Priebe golfed her way to the WIAA D2 Championship; her team finished third. Senior Olivia Verbeke 
ran in the state cross country meet, finishing 31st d crosstown rival Xavier in a 
five-set thriller to take the Regional Championship. Thirty of our fall athletes were named as all-conference performers. 
   
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

  SCRIP sales for October were $179K. Total sales for the year equal $$870K. 
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  Congregational support is 0.4% ahead of budget. Over $250K of the Federation church commitment of $970K has 
been given. 
  
Past Award went to Arlen and Arlene Drews; the Called Worker Award went to Rev. John Brandt; and the Current 
Leader Award was presented to Mrs. Tori Kluess.  
  The 14th annual FoxFest Dinner Auction will be held this spring at Liberty Hall on April 20. All tickets will be sold in 

 
  The Growing in Grace debt retirement effort is now down to $378K. The goal is to have that paid off by our June 10, 
2018 Mortgage Burning Ceremony. 
 

2018 MEN OF HIS WORD CONFERENCE 
 

Make plans now to attend 2017 Ninth Annual Men of His Word Conference on Saturday, February 24, 2018 at the Best 
Western Premier Waterfront Convention Center in Oshkosh.  Our keynote, Pastor Jared Oldenburg, will encourage us 

Get Out of the Boat  on the Word of God. With 19 inspiring breakout sessions to choose from there are sure to be 
some to challenge you in your faith walk.  Space is limited so register now. For more information and to register visit 
our website www.menofhisword.org 

 

NEWS FROM THE WELS & THE WORLD 
 

 

 

OUR WELS MISSION PARTNER | Costa Maya Ministries  Mexico 
 

Works of Service for the Lord 
All churches thrive on the volunteers who offer their service to God. Here also our congregation members are growing 
in faith through the Word and want to be a part of church life!  Ruby, Ingrid, Fatima and Zulma serve the fellowship 
meal after church and run the Friday soup kitchen.  They do an excellent job. 
 

One of our teens, Juan Carlos and Ingrid set up a new Sunday School area on their own, and they now teach a Bible 
class to the younger children on Sunday mornings. They re very creative  and also pretty strict teachers  The poster 
toward the top is a list of 13 rules the kids have to follow. We re thankful to God that he moves the hearts of his people 
to gospel-motivated works of service!  ~ Pastor Valleskey 
 

 

When our group arrived, we thought we were well prepared and had travel kinks worked out. Little did we know that 
God planned to teach us flexibility and trust during our week. 
  

Earlier, tropical storm Franklin had cancelled programs and hit the town hard. For three days no gasoline was available 
anywhere within a two-hour drive, and Pastor was at a conference for part of the time. All the same, I thought we were 
doing well at being flexible.  It was Thursday we discovered our five-hour bus ride back to the airport was cancelled. 
So cut the last day of the program or splurge on a really long, expensive taxi-ride? With great flexibility, we decided 
to drive the church van to Cancun (an adventure in itself), and Pastor would meet us there as he returned from his 
conference. Another crisis averted. 
 

a used tire that w

champions.  Thankfully Miguel, a 
it).  Then the tire guy stayed open late on Friday night just for us, so after hours and hours, the van had tires capable 

Saturday morning. 
 

-
-

t  
Joel Hans 

http://www.menofhisword.org/
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Online donations may be made at www.Costamayaministries.org or by check payable to Costa Maya Ministries and 
mailed c/o Fred Starck, 1765 Natures Way, Lindenhurst, IL., 60046.  Our mailing address is:  8404 Saltsberry - Eagle 
River, WI 54521 
 

316NOW | SHARING GRACE IN CHINA 
 

PRAYERS ANSWERED MORE NEEDED 
Your prayers made a difference, last month we asked for your prayers for the six Bible institute teachers would travel 
to China during October.  Four of the six have since returned to the U.S. and another will return by mid November.  
The sixth traveler will stay in China until March. 
 

God kept all of our faculty members safe. They did not even experience an upset stomach. They did experience doting 
care, lavished on them by their hosts. They rejoiced that their students were eager learners. They thanked God for the 
opportunity to serve him -- and you -- in China. They celebrated the ways their students are actively sharing their faith. 
(Be sure to read the next article about one of those students.)   Thank you for bringing our faculty travels before our 
Father's throne through your prayers. Please continue to pray for the two teachers who remain in China. 
 

Was humbled by her love for the Word 
During October our Bible institute teachers crisscrossed China to personally encourage our students, to teach at 
seminars, and to invite new students to attend our online classes. One of those teachers shares this recollection about 
his visit to a house church. This group is mostly comprised of our online students. 
 

Our translator took off a day from work so her house church could understand what we taught. She left home by 6:00 
a.m.  p.m.  I might have thought that was gift enough for our Savior and his 
people. But during the break between our afternoon session and supper, she surprised my fellow teacher and me with 
hand-carved, miniature tables. These delicate pieces were made from beautiful mahogany.  They were her gift because 
of the benefit she had received through us.  Two days later she joined the group again for our farewell banquet. She 
made sure no one else saw when she handed me a 1000 yuan gift (about $170). For 316NOW,  she whispered.  Since 
the average income in China is about $15,000, her gift represents a significant portion of her income (1000 yuan is 
probably about a half a week's salary). 
 

This Christian sister is only one example of the generosity we encountered among believers in China. She is only one 
example of the gratitude our students express for our ministry. I am humbled by her love for the Savior and his Word. 
 

Our English as a Foreign Language instruction began its fall semester on October 20-22. This year we welcomed back 
students from last year and a group of first year students.  The good news -- and the bad news -- is: we have more 
students than we have teachers. We still need at least twelve more teachers.  You might be one of those teachers. 
Learn more about becoming a teacher.   
 

You can bring Jesus to Chinese children! 
 Serve without ever leaving your own home.  316NOW's English as a 

Foreign Language program (EFL) is designed for English speaking Americans who share our Christian values to have 
an eternal impact on Chinese children who are 9-16.  This program completed its first year of teaching English and Bible 
lessons to Chinese children in May 2017.  Seventeen American teachers taught over fifty children each week.  The 
program works like this: 
 

    Our teachers do not need to know any Chinese. Lessons are taught entirely in English.  All of our students have 
       had at least four years of English in school.  
    Students come together in a private home in groups that are no larger than four. 
    Students are invited to attend by a Christian. This believer also serves as an assistant to the American teacher. 
    We have prepared specially designed materials for these courses. 
    Lessons are taught over the internet using Skype technology. We train teachers to use Skype.  
    We train our teachers to use our materials. We stay in continuing contact with our teachers.  
 

http://costamayaministries.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f3d82ce5ab47102dc598a997&id=dc0459d32d&e=c4e8dca6b2
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Thank You 
Thank you for bringing our faculty travels in China to our Father's throne. Read next month's newsletter for a report! 
 

Send your gifts, questions, or encouragement to:   316now   P.O. Box 28876   Greenfield, WI 53228-0876 

 
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK--STAY INFORMED |  www.facebook.com/bethanyappleton    
 

WLS SEMINARY CHORUS CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Join the Seminary Chorus for their Christmas concert on December 10 at 3PM or 7PM in our auditorium. The 3PM 
(central) service will be streamed live at www.wels.net/streams.  The men in this 50-voice choir, founded in 1931, are 
training to go out with the same good news of the shepherds, telling people that a Savior has been born and died and 
rose too. Join us to hear this good news presented in song. Seating is on a first-come, first-served basis. 
 

A NEW, TAX-  
 

-
affiliated ministry, and/or a WELS area of ministry: your IRA!  
 

Typically, IRA distributions are taxable and, by increasing your taxable income, they may reduce certain tax deductions 
and personal exemptions you might claim and may increase the tax on your Social Security income or even increase 
your Medicare premium. But, at the turn of the year, Congress made permanent the opportunity known as the IRA 
charitable rollover where direct transfers from an IRA to charity are free from federal and potentially state income tax.  
 

Under the new law you and your spouse, assuming he or she is 70.5 years or older and also has an IRA, may each make 
direct transfers of up to $100,000 per year to charity. Direct transfers to charity are wholly excluded from your taxable 
income, so they do not have any adverse effect on other tax benefits you might enjoy. These transfers do not generate 
a charitable deduction, but the relief from tax impact is often more advantageous. Consult your tax or financial advisor 
to determine the most appropriate gift assets for your situation. 
 

How do I make a direct transfer of IRA assets? 
 

You will need to contact the investment firm that handles your IRA to request a direct transfer to a particular WELS 
ministry. To ensure that your IRA transfer is not taxable, the check must be made payable to the charity, not to you 
personally.  Talk to your financial planner or your WELS Christian giving counselor (800-827-5482) to learn more. 
 

CHURCH OFFICE CHATTER 
 For those of you who receive the Village Voice via email: please remember your monthly Calendar page will be 
included as a PDF attachment along with your newsletter sent out from the Church Office.  (When available, the 
Financial Report and Gifts and Memorials Report will be sent out separately to insure timely delivery.) 
 

 If you have a new email address, phone number, or home address change -
by sending an email to our Church Office at: febutch@bethanyappleton.org or (920) 733-9561. 
 

 
ministry. Pick up a Electronic Giving brochure at the information racks, fill out the authorization form, and then make 
contact with our administrative assistant, Faith Butch, at (920) 733-9561 or febutch@bethanyappleton.org. 
 

  
On Saturday, December 2 at 9:00 AM join us as we get together to trim the trees, hang the garland and prepare 

  The Design & Decorating Team appreciates your help as we work together to 
accomplish this goal.  A sign-up sheet can be found in the Entry Area. 
 

SENIOR WORSHIP & FELLOWSHIP DINNER 
As it the past, we are privileged to recognize the contributions our senior members have made and are still making to 
our congregation throughout the years, by having a special worship service, dinner, and fellowship fun! This event 
gives our seniors a chance to interact with old friends and get to make connections with new friends. The date and time 

http://www.facebook.com/bethanyappleton
http://www.wels.net/streams
mailto:febutch@bethanyappleton.org
mailto:febutch@bethanyappleton.org
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has been set for Friday, December 8, @ 10:00 AM. We are planning some special entertainment after dinner.  In order 
for us to plan, please write your name on the sign-up sheet available in the Welcome Center. We will have another 
sign-up sheet for anyone that would like to help serve or contribute a dessert or salad.  If you have questions, contact 
Marla Uhlenbrauck @ 739-0089. 
 

MISSION TO THE CHILDREN  
Many thanks to all the individuals, WELS congregations from North Eastern Wisconsin that sent us new children's 
undergarments including t-shirts, underwear and socks for the Mission to the Children.  We've collected nearly 6,000 
children's undergarments and over 100 other items this year. It's taking six vehicles to get this all to Tucson. The first 
major delivery of the items into northern Mexico was scheduled for the week after Thanksgiving.  Glenn & Lois Erdmann 

 

THANKS SO  
Thank you for thinking of the Hope Center through your Sunday School offerings.  This donation will go a long way 
in supporting our growing client base.  We have been blessed to be able to spread the word of God and continue His 
mission.  The Hope Center  
 

CAMP PHILLIP  SECOND BOARD DELEGATE NEEDED 
Enjoy camping?  Bethany is looking for a second delegate to represent our congregation on the Camp Phillip Board.  
Camp Phillip is a WELS supported camping facility, near Wautoma, WI.  As a delegate you would be asked to attend 
the camps annual meeting.  If you are interested in this position, please contact Jim Duchow at (920) 882-0675. 

 
MONTHLY BIBLE READING SCHEDULE | december 2017 
 
1.  Romans 5-8 
2.  Romans 9-11 
3.  Romans 12-16 
4.  Acts 20:3-22  
5.  Acts 23-25 
6.  Acts 26-28  
7.  Ephesians 1-3 
8.  Ephesians 4-6  
9.  Philippians 1-4 
10.  Colossians 1-4  
11.  Hebrews 1-4 

12.  Hebrews 5-7 
13.  Hebrews 8-10 
14.  Hebrews 11-13 
15.  Philemon 
       1 Peter 1,2   
16.  1 Peter 3-5  
17.  2 Peter 1-3  
18.  1 Timothy 1-3 
19.  1 Timothy 4-6 
20.  Titus 1-3  
21.  2 Timothy 1-4 

22.  1 John 1,2  
23.  1 John 3-5  
24.  2 John, 3 John, Jude 
25.  Revelation 1-3 
26.  Revelation 4-6 
27.  Revelation 7-9 
28.  Revelation 10-12 
29.  Revelation 13-15  
30.  Revelation 16-18 
31.  Revelation 19-22

 

GOD BLESS AS YOU CELEBRATE YOUR BIRTHDAY 
 
12/01 Cole Greve 
12/01 Jennifer Glodny 
12/02 LuAnn Stensberg 
12/03 Beth Mumford 
12/03 Nathan Strong 
12/03 Pat Smolinski 
12/04 Shirlyne Van Den Bogart 
12/05 Karen Prindle 
12/05 Patricia Stevens 
12/06 Gary Frank 
12/06 Rose Hertzfeld 
12/07 Brenna Willard 
12/07 Donna Palmbach 
12/09 Anthony Higareda 

12/10 Christeen Wasrud 
12/11 Gabriel Ibisch 
12/12 Nikki Nae 
12/13 Nathan Meitner 
12/14 Cheryl Kaczmarek 
12/15 Judith Gorske 
12/15 Ryan Johnson 
12/16 Amber Gill 
12/16 Christine Hornung 
12/17 Emily Grunwald 
12/19 Corrie Koepsell 
12/19 Ryan Leeser 
12/19 Sharaea Springstroh 
12/20 Amanda Lillge 

12/21 Asher Uhlenbrauck 
12/21 Quinn Greve 
12/21     Fischer, Mary 
12/22 Spencer Hornung 
12/22 Thomas Laundre 
12/23 Travis Palmbach 
12/24 Joseph Springer 
12/25 Sharon Holmberg 
12/26 Noelle Steinbach 
12/26 Renee Wills 
12/28 Mary Diersen 
12/31 Christopher Olson 
12/31 Kelly Novak 
12/31 Richard Priebe
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BLC MEMBERSHIP CHANGES | november 2017 
 

 

Incoming       
   Dawn Harrell Transfer into membership from St. John Lutheran Church, Town of Center, Appleton 
 

Outgoing 
   Sally Zittlow  Transfer out of membership to St. Peter Lutheran Church, Freedom 
   Dolores LaRue Witt  Christian Burial (11/10/2017) 
 

Removal 
   Joe and Lori Walburn and confirmed children Emilee, Conner, and Corey 
 

Pastoral Act 
   Kaya Rose Deber  Adult Baptism (11-03-2017) 
 
   

 
askprayerchain@bethanyappleton.org | CayeLynn Duchow (920) 882-0675 
 

OUR MISSION AT BETHANY IS  
 with all people--one heart and home at a time. 

  
 

  
As we worship God by coming together around Word and Sacrament. 
As we grow spiritually by faithfully studying His Word at home and together. 
As we serve God and others by using our distinct gifts. 
As we share the hope of heaven by telling others about the grace of Jesus. 
 

Have questions or comments? Wish to unsubscribe?  Have a helpful suggestion or wish to contribute an article for 
The Village Voice? Email us at mphenke@bethanyappleton.org. 
  
Bethany Lutheran Church                                                                                                          Bethany Lutheran Church 
530 West Parkway Boulevard                                                                                           3335 North Lynndale Drive 
Appleton, Wisconsin, 54911                                                                                              Appleton, Wisconsin, 54913 
Pastor  Mark P. Henke                                      Pastor Patrick L. Brown                                         Pastor Zachary A. Gebert  

mailto:askprayerchain@bethanyappleton.org
mailto:mphenke@bethanyappleton.org

